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E 2 v'frl 
a unique portrait of 
.•v'ru ulture in Alberta Many words have 
been wnilrn and innumerable books, 
am< Irs. and photographs published on 
ihis subject, but never before have so 
m.inv previously unpublished 
photographs been collected and brought 
together in a single volume. 
The value of this photographic 
portrait is enhanced by the careful 
fashion in which the selection has been 
arranged to illustrate the various themes 
that are significant to the history of 
.ignc ulturr in this province: 
I'he Trrk, whuh shows the arrival of the 
pioneers. The First Furrow, depicting 
the breaking of the soil; Farm Flair, 
illustrating the ingenious ways that 
Alberta farmers used to make work 
more rffk ient and life more enjoyable; 
Testing Time, showing the darker side 
ol agriculture life, when disasters 
pressed the farmers' resourcefulness to its 
limits. Neighbours, illustrating the 
wide range of tasks and pleasures that 
brought communities together . . . 
and many, many, others. 
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The Alberta Women's Institutes 
wish to thank the following 
people and organizations: the 
members, for contributing 
their valuable pictures; M r s . 
Zella P i m m , who initiated the 
publishing project; M r s . Bette 
Ballhorn, who typed the 
manuscript; the Alberta 
Women's Institutes Editorial 
Committee, especially M r s . 
Norma Christie, M r s . Ka th ryn 
Habberfield, and M r s . Kaye 
Rowbottom; Dav id and Rose 
Scollard, who prepared the 
pictures and manuscript for 
publication; Henry Mikkelsen, 
Edna and D o n Wallace, D o u g 
and N o r m a Christie, Kaye and 
Joe Rowbottom, Bob Hallett, 
Rose Scollard, and Ka th ryn 
Habberfield, who provided 
technical advice; and Glenbow-
Alberta Institute, especially 
Georgeen Barrass and R o n 
Marsh , for their assistance in 
duplicating our photographs. 
The following constituen­
cies, by submitting pictures to 
the competition, made the 
book possible: Acadia , 
Athabasca, Calgary-Okotoks, 
Coronation, Drumhel le r -Hand 
Hi l l s , East Didsbury, 
Edmonton-Victoria-Sturgeon, 
M a M e O , Medic ine Hat , 
M i d Pembina, Ohaton, Olds 
East, Olds West, Peace River, 
R e d Deer, Ribstone, Stettler, 
Stony Pla in-Lac Ste Anne , 
Twin Bow, Wainwright, 
Warner, and Wetaskiwin. 
Special thanks are given to 
the Calgary office of the 
Alberta Historical Resources 
Foundation for their help and 
for the use of their facilities. 
Trudy Soby and Dr. Grant 
M a c E w a n gave invaluable 
assistance throughout this 
project, along with M r s . Betty 
Dahlie and M r . Ar thu r Gregg. 
The Government of 
Alberta , especially the 
Honourable M a r y J . 
LeMessurier , the Minis te r of 
Cul ture ; the Honourable 
Dallas Schmidt, Minis ter of 
Agriculture; and the 
Honourable Greg Stevens, 
Minis te r responsible for 
Personnel Adminis t ra t ion, gave 
their prompt assistance 
whenever asked. 
To all who contributed 
in any way, may we express 
our sincere gratitude. O n 
behalf of the Alberta Women's 
Institutes, the contributions of 
all the above are gratefully 
acknowledged. 
M a r i e Plaizier 
President, 
Alberta Women's Institutes, 
1978-81 
I N T R O D U C T I O N 
In 1975, Mrs . Zella P imm of 
Grimshaw, Alberta (who was 
then Provincial Education 
Convener for Agriculture and 
Canadian Industries for the 
Alberta Women's Institutes) 
decided that with 2,800 
members scattered throughout 
the rural area of Alberta, the 
A.W.I , were in a perfect 
position to collect all the old 
pictures of Alberta agricultures 
in their communities. 
That year, albums of 
photos, each with a written 
description attached, were put 
together at every branch. 
In 1976, the best pictures 
from the various branch books 
were selected and put into 
books from the larger 
constituency areas. 
In 1977 Glenbow-Alberta 
Institute in Calgary agreed to 
make prints from the 
constituency books. Then, the 
Alberta Historical Resources 
Foundation's Mrs . Betty 
Dahlie, Arthur Gregg, and 
Dr. Grant MacEwan selected 
the best of the constituency 
books. 
In 1978 the Alberta 
Women's Institute Committee 
selected the best pictures for 
the various chapters of the 
book. Dr. Grant MacEwan 
then made the final selection of 
approximately 450 pictures. 
These were made up into two 
albums for our 1979 Alberta 
Women's Institute convention. 
As 1980 is Alberta's 
anniversary year, and as these 
pictures depict Alberta's 
agricultural history all the way 
from the teepee rings found on 
agricultural land right up to 
modern machinery and 
homesteads, we decided to 
publish this book, thus making 
all the work that has been done 
worthwhile. 
We hope it gives pleasure 
to everyone! 
Norma K . Christie, 
Chairman, 
Pictorial History Committee, 
Alberta Women's Institutes 
P R E F A C E 
Here is another valuable 
contribution to the growing list 
of books on Western Canadian 
historv and culture. I write as 
one who was privileged to be 
an observer of the patient and 
worthy efforts that were 
expended to produce this 
Pictorial History. I shall 
remember with particular 
admiration the many and long 
hours that M r s . N o r m a 
Christie, Cha i rman of the 
Pictorial History' Committee, 
gave so cheerfully to the work. 
The assembling of the 
pictures — thousands of them 
— and then the judging of 
collections, final selections for 
publication, and planning for 
presentation in book form, 
required more work and 
consumed more time than 
most people who see and enjoy 
the book wi l l ever realize. For 
those upon whom the burdens 
fell, apreciation for the finished 
work will be the best reward. 
The quality of the pictures 
which came from the far parts 
of the province was high, and 
the judges remarked again and 
again: "It's too bad that all 
cannot be included in the 
book." Such, of course, in the 
light of the great number of 
pictures, would have been 
impossible, and numerous 
good pictures had to be 
excluded. 
I would wish to be among 
the first to congratulate the 
Alberta Women's Institutes on 
the imagination and 
perseverence that brought the 
book to reality. Some of us wi l l 
not forget the b ig part the 
Institutes played in the 
preparation and publication of 
some of the earliest of local 
history books in Alber ta . Now, 
another t r iumph of similar 
k ind, a fitting tribute to 
Alber ta on the occasion of its 
75th Anniversary. M a y the fine 
contribution represented by the 
following pages find 
appreciation from the 
book-loving public. 
Grant M a c E w a n 
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RIGHT: Teepee rings, the rings 
of stone with which the Plains 
Indians fastened down the edges 
of their teepees, were a common 
sight for the arriving settlers. 
B E L O W : Bernard and Annie 
Nelson and family moving to 
their homestead at Rich Valley. 
OPPOSITE T O P : Mr . Frank 
Weller with his yoke of oxen, 
1912, leaving Veteran with a 
load of lumber lor his home to 
the southeast. He is riding a 
high wagon box with a good 
spring seat. OPPOSITE B O T ­
T O M : J immy Shand and sons 
leave for their homestead with 
lumber for their shack on the 
wagon bed. 

m 
TOP: I IrttKit Diorvn with hi* horses and fann machinery, ready to leave for (he homestead, 1927. B O T T O M 
i w int M. D u M e l l .IIKI famils lea\ ing Sunnvbrook for a spot twenty miles northwest of Ponoka, 1926. In the fore-
«i>«ind B.4>Curnr Behind are Krnest McDowell. F-dCumeand Bill Stewart. Everett, who didn't quite make 
it into the pit ture. is sitting on the wagon 
WHERE 
DREAMS 
BEGIN 
PREVIOUS PACE: The 
log cabin buill by George 
Ermin on the Wilfred 
Stangc lami. 1930s. 
RIGHT: In the area 
north <>| Hann.i. houses 
were sometimes con­
structed of "adobe brick". 
The bricks, made Irom 
< ho|)|x-d straw and mud. 
were put together with 
cement. When dry, the 
house was plastered in­
side and out with cement 
and sometimes white­
washed BELOW: Home-
steading in the Yegrcvillc 
district in the year 1900. 
Mr. and Mrs. Antwin 
Fontaine with sons John, 
Big Pete, and Ed. Note 
the sod roof of their log 
In >me. 
1 
ft I 
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L E F T : This house east of 
Carstairs was made of 
strips of prairie sod. 
Wooden boards sup­
ported a sod roof. In 
front is Elmer Swanson 
in his top buggy. 
BELOW: The Letniak 
sod house east of Hcma-
ruka in the early 1900s. It 
had earth floors and a 
straw roof. O V E R L E A F : 
Bert Simpson sitting in 
the doorway of his house 
with his coyote hounds, 
1908. This sod house was 
on his homestead north 
of Delia. 
15 



OPPOSITE TOP: The Robin­
son soddie near Consort, built 
in 1910. OPPOSITE BOT­
T O M : Athletic row stealing 
lunch on the Lockhart farm at 
Rossington. This is a typical 
early barn. ABOVE: The 
William Douglas ranch, 15 
miles southwest of Drumheller, 
1916. L E F T : Mr. and Mrs. 
John Cram seated in front of 
their first home at Edgerton, 
1909. This house was built in 
1907 of poplar poles chinked 
with a lime plaster. The roof 
was poles topped with prairie 
sod. The team of oxen broke 
the land and provided trans­
portation. The Crams came 
from Renfrew, Ontario. Mrs. 
Cram came as a bride in 1908. 
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R I G H T : After choosing 
his homestead, the opti­
mistic farmer had to 
register his claim with 
the municipal office. 
B E L O W : A 1910 home­
stead, a single-storey 
16-by-26-foot house. The 
toilet is at the left in the 
back. B E L O W RIGHT: 
Pig barn made of straw-
filled poles on the Ellis 
Stange farm north of 
Falun. 
A B O V E L E F T : Log barn being 
built at the William Knul l farm. 
A B O V E R I G H T : Resting on the 
sod roof of this log house are 
Frank Ballhorn, Miss Simonson, 
Una Grant and Norman Doupe, 
East Battle Lake, 1915. R I G H T : 
The log houses along the Red 
Deer River are well preserved to­
day, a tribute to the ranchers who 
tended cattle there. 
20 
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TOP- Christmas day at Steveville in 1912 in front of Game Warden Whiteoaks cabin. Standing left to right: J im 
Whiteoak Fred Simpson, Edwin Brook, Mr. Jacobson, Mrs . Marston, Jackson Marston, George Thomason 
and Rov Peterson Seated left to right: Mrs. Fred Simpson, Mrs. Edwin Brook, Florence Brook, Elsie Marston 
and Mrs Roy Peterson B O T T O M : A large and comfortable sod house built by Mr. Demetrius Sankey on his 
homestead east of Hemaruka. Mr. and Mrs. Sankey and daughter are in front. Note the barrels hooped with 
tin, used for hauling and keeping a supply of drinking water handy. 
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THE FIRST FURROW 
RIGHT: Mr . Perry's team of oxen on 
his homestead at Stony Plain. 1911. 
M I D D L E : Peter Fellar turning the 
prairie sod near Hussar with a 
16-horse outfit in the 1920s. BOT­
T O M : Breaking sod with a sulky 
plough, 1913. OPPOSITE T O P : 
John Owen with a walking plough. 
Note the ox prod on John's arm and 
the rope lines draped over his shoul­
ders so that his hands are free to guide 
the plough. OPPOSITE B O T T O M : 
John Owen turning sod with the 
walking plough and oxen Bob. Billv 
and Tom, 1903. 
24 
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RIGHT: H i . liver Hal of Mr . and Mrs . C . H . 
Gallowavs lann. 192") Having first located the 
corner posts, Ivor Galloway and Marvin 
Thomas are breaking land with a Case 15-17 
tractor. The corner posts, which were square 
and had the land location engraved on them, 
li,i\i limy Mine disappeared. M I D D L E : Pine 
I^ke men turning soil with a 1928 McCormick 
15-30 in 1939. B O T T O M : Ora Monroe work­
ing for E. McLaren east of Ponoka, hauling 
stumps with a 1929 Wallis tractor. 
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L E F T : A six-horse team 
ploughing for spring 
planting west of Delia. 
An outfit this size could 
plough about ten acres a 
day, a lot of hard work 
in the 1900s. BELOW 
L E F T : Breaking with 
five horses on a gang 
plough on Irving Klein's 
farm east of Didsbury, 
1927. BELOW RIGHT: 
Ploughing with a one-
bottom sulky plough on 
the William Densmore 
farm, Innisfree, 1904. 
L E F T : Frank 
with his ten-
plough, Vegre-
ville, 1917. Each plough­
share could be raised and 
lowered by its own lever. 
ABOVE RIGHT: Break­
ing plough with some 
real horse power! L E F T : 
Hard work was common 
on the Bickley farm west 
of Red Deer in 1925. 
Breaking bush was par­
ticularly hard. 
27 
A n Altman-Taylor tractor pulling an eight-bottom plough in Irricana. Louis Gutman is standing on the 
platform. This outfit was used for breaking sod. 
FARMERS 
PREVIOUS PAGE: Haying in 
the late 1930s with an overshot 
stacker, a device operated by 
horse-drawn cable. R I G H T : 
Seeding time in May on the 
Dunn farm, Kitscoty. Six horses 
are used here on the seed drill. 
B E L O W : Certain areas of land 
are not planted in the spring. 
This picture shows summer 
fallowing on the farm of Martin 
Van Der Velde, Dalemead area, 
1916. 
A B O V E L E F T : Mr . and Mrs . Fred Rebkowich and 
son at Wandering River, 1935. They used oxen 
because horses were so expensive. They started to 
train oxen when they were one year old. The horse 
was used to keep the furrow straight. The car in the 
picture belonged to the taxman. A B O V E R I G H T : 
Fred Rebkowich harrowing with the oxen after they 
were trained in the "hungry thirties". R I G H T : Walk­
ing behind sections of harrows. The outfit belonged to 
M . Van Der Velde of Dalemead. 
WP 1 ' U r 
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L E F T : Herb Diehl seeding with 
the grain drill in 1914. BELOW: 
Whatever the time of year, no 
matter how heavy their own 
personal load, prairie farmers 
were always able to turn out to 
help someone in distress. Here 
in the fall of 1926 neighbours 
cut and stooked the crop for the 
family of W.J. Anderson, who 
had passed awa) that summer. 
A 110 Case Steam Engine pulling disks and harrows in the Dalemead area, 1911. This outfit belonged to the 
Van Der Velde brothers. 
33 
Hilda Hope Payne, riding a harrowcart, a new invention which beat walking behind the harrows, Calgary 
area, 1919. The gunnysack cloths over the horses' noses were to ward off the nose flies, dangerous pests 
34 
Binding was the usual method of 
getting cut grain to the thresher. 
However, the ingenuity of the 
farmer was ready if circumstances 
thwarted the "usual" means. 
L E F T : R. Reed and W. Nelson of 
Lea built this "ferris wheel" for the 
Inn. ler hull v\ heel because of the 
wet fall, 1916. BELOW: Clarence 
Cippcrlv oils his Massy Harris 
binder, 1914. B O T T O M : Wagon 
loads of binder twine in the town 
ol Waterhole. 
35 
TOP: It was often necessary to house and feed the threshing crew. This is a bunk car on the Suitor farm near 
Bla« kie, in the early 1920s, where the crew slept after a hard day's threshing. B O T T O M L E F T : Calvin Turner, 
(). Monroe and P. Doran take a break from threshing on the Turner farm, 1946. B O T T O M R I G H T : Otto 
Krebs. Amelia Kaiser. Annie Krebs and John Veiman stand by a horse-drawn binder on the Krebs farm, 1929. 
OPPOSITE T O P : In some areas the grain was harvested without a binder. Pictured here is an alternative to 
binding, on the Stroule farm at Hilda, 1943. Grain was cut by a push header, elevated into a rack and then 
stacked For threshing. OPPOSITE M I D D L E : The Scotts binding with their ox-drawn Massey Harris binder, 
BOM Island. 1914 OPPOSITE B O T T O M : Teams binding on the Chris Armstrong farm, Hussar, 1925. 
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RIGHT: A field "I stooked <>ii^  
Helore threshing, the grain ".is 
cured (dried) in the sun. Sheaves 
were stooked to resist wind and 
rain. Later they wen- pitched up 
38 
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TOP: Sam and Bob Purvis stand 
in a stooked field on the Flintoff 
farm in the Partridge Hill district, 
1928. The yield that year was good 
and each stook is capped with an 
extra bundle. MIDDLE: In 1934 
this 20 acre field yielded 50 bushels 
of barley per acre. 
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T O P : Stook loader gathering bun­
dles to take to the threshing 
machine. M I D D L E L E F T : Pitch­
ing bundles into a bundle rack. If 
you didn't have a stook loader you 
relied on man power. M I D D L E 
RIGHT: Piling the bundles into 
stacks to be threshed when the 
threshing crew came around. 
B O T T O M : Fred Humeston driv­
ing a stook loader on the Craig 
Pierce farm, 1921. 
40 

A B O V E : Threshing at Dunn's farm in Kitscoty. 
RIGHT: Threshing crew at the Tom McKee farm 
northwest of Delia in the early 1930s. B E L O W : 
Threshing in the Bashaw area, 1938. The Archie Curr 
family with their team of mules are in the foreground. 
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T O P : Threshing on the McVeety 
farm two miles south of Hayter in 
1916. The grain is being dumped in­
to a grain box which when full 
would be hauled to the elevator in 
Hayter. M I D D L E : August Aveld-
sen had one of the first large thresh­
ing outfits in the Sunnyslope Dis­
trict and did custom threshing. 
Here, in 1914, several young friends 
watch as Mr. Aveldsen feeds straw 
into the burner of his steamer trac­
tor which converted water to the 
steam that powered the thresher. 
B O T T O M : Steam engine fired by 
straw, 1910. 
4 H L V W v ^ _ 
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( 
TOP: Sweeping hay 
with a homemade 
sweep, 1913. From left 
to right: Iver Massing, 
Mrs. Massing, and 
Hans Paulson. MID­
D L E L E F T : Hay stack­
er operated by a cable 
and horse. MIDDLE 
RIGHT: A buck rake, 
another way of stacking 
hay. L E F T : Interna­
tional stationary baler 
near Linden, 1923, ty­
ing 100-pound bales 
with wire, for rail ship­
ment to livery barns. 
45 
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PREVIOUS PAGE: A captain of 
the roundup in the Maple 
Creek — Medicine Hat area, 
Tom Hargrave was in charge of 
up to 15,000 head of cattle. The 
last roundup was in 1912. T O P : 
A ranch horse gets a shot for 
sleeping sickness from Frank 
McLeay and Ed Salverson, 
1938. M I D D L E : You would 
have been considered well off in 
pioneer days to own a string of 
mules and horses like these. 
B O T T O M : Percy Saunders, 
Mack Dundas and Bill Saunders 
dehorn a Hereford calf, 1915, in 
the Stuart area. 
J . 1 
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L E F T : Windmill and trough for watering cattle, 1929. 
BELOW: Frank and Mary McLeay ready to check cat­
tle. B O T T O M : the Wenstrom family feed an orphan 
calf by bottle, 1910. 
RIGHT: Branding was neces­
sary- to prove ownership of cat­
tle. Here Percy, George and Bill 
Saunders and Mack Dundas 
are branding a calf in the Stuart 
area, 1915. M I D D L E L E F T : 
When flies and mosquitoes were 
bad the farmer kept a smudge 
fire going day and night. Here 
livestock take refuge in the 
smoke, August 1912. M I D D L E 
R I G H T : Lawrence White of Ir-
ma on a ranch horse. L E F T : 
Horses, the indispensable factor 
in early ranching days. B O T ­
T O M R I G H T : These critters 
are waiting for their feed. 
4 
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TOP: Branding lime at the Bar U Ranch, High River. B O T T O M : The Hargraves, Minors, Mitchells and 
others corralling their cattle to be dipped for mange, Bull Springs Ranch, near Walsh, July 1939. The dipping 
vat is left of centre. Bull Springs Creek provided the water. Cattle were put through the mange dip, held two 
weeks and then dipped again. Sheep were also subjected to a yearly dip of creolin for the control of sheep 
ticks. This was done in the spring after shearing. 
RIGHT: Feeding sheep hay in 
the morning before they were 
taken to pasture to paw the 
snow for more feed, 1940. 
B E L O W : One of the Pat Burns 
dips south of Calgary, 1911. 
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FARM FLAIR 
PREVIOUS PAGE: Roy Puddi-
combe takes time out from 
milking to give the cat a taste. 
T O P : Locket, the Rogers' milk 
cow with Mary and Dennis, 
1918. M I D D L E : Foster Dowell 
hauling milk cans with a six-
horse team from "Doc" Hay's 
dairy farm to the Carstairs train 
station, in 1917. B O T T O M : 
Cheese factory at Neapolis, 
1945. Ken Schultz is checking 
the vats which contained the 
cheese in the curing stage. J 
54 
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Nearly even,- farm wife kept a flock of poultry, not only for eggs and meat but to earn money for clothing and 
Christmas treats for her family. T O P L E F T : Kathy Page, her kitten tucked under her arm, feeds the family 
flock, Pine Lake, early 1920s. T O P R I G H T : Since geese are noted for their bad tempers, Norval Blair 
employed the help of his neighbour to move this flock. M I D D L E : Nellie Low's 200 bronze-breasted turkeys, 
west ol Carstairs, 1947. B O T T O M : The John Formaniks and assorted hens, turkeys and geese, stand in front 
ol their straw-topped sod poultry house. It had roosting, feeding, laying and brooding quarters for each flock. 
56 
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RIGHT: Joseph Fulkerth with 
newly weaned mule colts raised 
on his farm near Didsbury, 
1931. He sold the colts to U.S . 
buyers. M I D D L E : This Jersey 
cow on the Henry Mikkleson 
farm near Langdon adopted 
two little pigs that weren't get­
ting enough milk. B O T T O M : 
Town kids couldn't do this. 
Evelyn White straddles one of 
the family porkers, 1938. 
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L E F T : Mrs. R. Crilly with her new 
brood of Plymouth Rock chicks, 
near Langdon, early 1930s. 
BELOW: Emil Recknagle, John Ar­
nold, Amos Doupe, Tom Cherr-
ington, Ernest Switzer, Noah 
Kruger, Pete Peterson, Roy and 
Frank Ballhorn and Carl Krutzfeldt 
delivering hogs for rail shipment 
near Wetaskiwin. Claus Ballhorn, 
father of Frank and Roy, is standing 
in front. 
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L E F T : Jim Legate and his niece, Esther Johnson, feed 
the lambs on his prairie ranch near Cadogan, 1928. 
ABOVE: This sow gave birth to 14 pigs in 1955. All were 
weaned and marketed from Midway Farms, 20 miles east 
of Didsbury. 
59 
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CHANGING MACHINES 
RIGHT: The tractor has gone 
through many transitions over 
the last 60 years. Henry and 
Tom Carr pose with the Titan 
International tractor that broke 
most of their three quarter-
sections near Mirror, 1919. 
B E L O W L E F T : Art Manion's 
Rock Island tractor, 1925, with 
the Manion children aboard, 
Hemaruka district. B E L O W 
R I G H T : Bert Smyth's tractor, 
1930. Early models had heavy 
lugs on the wheels and were 
very rough to ride. 
RIGHT: Richard Wollin pur­
chased this tractor second-hand, 
in 1940. Mr . and Mrs . Wollin 
were living in the Mound Red 
district and used the tractor for 
grinding grain for feed, flour 
and cereal. Darryl Wollin is on I N 
the tractor seat. 
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TOP L E F T : Frode Jensen in the 1940s, ready for seeding with his Massey Harris tractor and drill. TOP 
RIGHT: Help was hard to get in 1944. A young farmer behind the wheel of a McCormick tractor. MIDDLE 
L E F T : Francis McDowell drives father Robert's John Deere tractor, 1952. MIDDLE RIGHT: This Ford trac­
tor, with a cab made by Clarence Courturier, was used for 12 years. B O T T O M : Early 1940 on the Art Snider 
farm. Neighbourly spirit prevailed as farmers came from all directions to plant Art's crops after he lost an arm 
sawing wood. 
63 
RIGHT: | Bauman designed 
and operated this grain cleaner 
near Morinville before the days 
of seed-cleaning plants. Only 
clean grain could be used for 
seed. B E L O W L E F T : Harvey 
Schnee, 13, seeding oats with 
the "one way", 1947. He and his 
brothers did all the farm work at 
that time as their lather had a 
bad heart condition. B E L O W 
RIGHT: Carl Trotter using a 
"one way" at Craigmyle, 1939. 
Tilling, seeding and packing 
were done all in one operation. 
ABOVE: Ollie Nelson and 
1 lave and Mary Pennington of 
Hemaruka used pitchforks and 
a "tumble bug" for the clean-out 
jobs RIGHT: 1969 tractor and 
manure-spreader. 
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TOP L E F T : Spraying rape crop by Aeronica aircraft 
for army worms at Howard Charlton's farm east of 
Carstairs, 1971. TOP RIGHT: The first weed spraying 
done by plane (a Westland Lysander) in the Horse 
Shoe Canyon area, 1951. MIDDLE: Rod and Jim 
Jackson preparing to dust the crops for weeds with 
chemicals, with a National duster mounted on a four-
wheel-drive Willys jeep. A twelve-foot Oliver combine 
is in the background. B O T T O M L E F T : A more tradi­
tional method of weed control — the double disk. 
B O T T O M RIGHT: Byrd Piper rod-weeding, 1945, 
near Drumheller. 
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RIGHT: Threshing with a Case 
tractor and threshing machine 
on the Carl Mortensen farm 
northwest of Ponoka, 1919. Left 
to right: Anna Paulson, Carl 
Mortensen, Erland, Hans and 
Emil Paulson. OPPOSITE 
T O P : This flight elevator 
operated by a two-horsepower 
engine was how the grain was 
fed into the granary on the 
Yellowlees brothers' farm west 
of Acme. Robert Thompson is 
in the wagon, John Yellowlees 
at the elevator. B E L O W : A 
threshing machine constructed 
mainly of wood. The engine 
was a one-cycle stationary 
model, mounted at the front of 
the separator. This machine was 
built on a wagon as a complete 
unit. 
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T O P : Straight-combining in the 1950s with a caterpil­
lar-putted combine. M I D D L E : In the 1940s a header 
and barge system was used lor short crops. Grain, cut 
by the header, was elevated into the barge where a man 
tramped it down. The formed barge stack was released 
from the barge and later picked up to be taken to the 
s h i n y machine. B O T T O M : J. VVallwork straight-
combining with a Massey Harris 21 combine, 1952. 
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TOP: Combining with an Intrrnation.il 
truck and self-propelled combine. 1972 
MIDDLE: Harvesting near Provost in , 
the early 1950s with Massey Harris 21s. 
With straight-combining, the swathing I 
stage is eliminated. The grain is cut and 
threshed in one operation BOTTOM
 ( 
RIGHT: Cecil Nix and son Albert use , 
the power in the 1928 Case tractor to 
RIGHT: A 1930 horse baler op­
erated by Lester Astelford, 
Herb Blacklock, Allan Lome 
and Lyle Astelford. Hay was 
forked into the baler while the 
horses walked round and round 
packing it into tight square 
bales. The bales were then tied 
with wire by hand. 
A B O V E : A stationary baler op­
erated by a Rumely Oi l Pull 
engine, West Ponoka. The hay 
was still forked by hand But the 
wire was applied by the baler. 
Left to right: Mil ton Olmstead, 
Eb Olmstead, Byron Olmstead, 
John Lee, Corliss Wing and 
boys, Matt Cameron, and Ed 
Chappell. R I G H T : A stack-
mover moving stacks of hay on 
the E. Stange farm north of 
Falun. 
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PREVIOUS PAGE: George McTavish, Dan Stanton, Wolsely Clark and Mr . Gardam making slow progress to 
their fishing spot in the Westlock area. T O P : Dora Ballhorn in 1919. B O T T O M : Davie Jones and his team of 
oxen, "Coch" and "Di" ("Red" and "White" in Welsh), on their way to town with the wagon box for supplies. 
Note the chain traces. 
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TOP: Road building with a cat­
erpillar tractor and manually 
operated grader, 1930. Art Lee 
is in the foreground with a 
group of local workers. MID­
D L E : Roadwork by the slough 
north of Hugh Thompson's 
home in the 1930s. Roadwork 
was often done by the farmers 
themselves as their taxes were 
reduced according to the hours 
they had worked on the roads. 
B O T T O M : George Brown, 
Fred Duckett, Ben Burke and 
Doug Fawcett grading, 1915. 
"1-
J* 
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RIGHT: As early as 1916 the 
Rawleigh vehicle was a wel­
come sight to farm homes. This 
was a lady pedlar, Mrs . Crouse, 
with a smart team and closed 
sleigh. M I D D L E : Helge Lundell 
and Ernie Erikson trying out 
the road after the plough had 
cleared the snow in 1956. B O T ­
T O M : The Watkins man went 
from door to door in the com­
munity selling supplies to the 
lady of the house. The Watkins 
man in 1919 was Tom Bell. 

RIGHT: Doris Hughes in a 
"modern" car at Claresholm, 
about 1925. Note the hard 
rubber ties, carbide lamps 
and buggy-like seats. BE­
L O W : Dora Ballhorn and 
Ford car, 1917. 
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RIGHT: Martin Enger's sports 
car (then known as a "bug"), 
parked on a prairie trail in 1926, 
was remodelled from a 1915 
Ford Touring "brass band". B E ­
L O W L E F T : Visit to Medicine 
Hat of their Majesties King 
George and Queen Elizabeth, 
B E L O W R I G H T : A 
group of people waiting at 
Langdon Station to take the 
train to the first Calgary Stam­
pede, 1912 OPPOSITE T O P : 
Ben Tait, Grey Mosley and 
Carl Lee in a 1922 Overland car 
used to transport the threshing 
machine crew to and from 
meals and bed. Here in 1927 it 
is doing a little extra duty pull­
ing a cuttertul of people at 
Three Hills. in 
82 
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T O P : The Steveville ferry was 
launched in 1911 and this was 
the ferryman's home. Its car-top 
roof was a popular style of arch­
itecture in the West. M I D D L E : 
Cows crossing the Red Deer 
River to be milked at the 
Tolman farm, October 1964. 
They were taken daily to and 
from pasture on the ferry. This 
was their last trip — the Tolman 
Bridge had officially opened the 
day before. B O T T O M : The 
ferry was a common means of 
moving cattle across rivers. 

PREVIOUS PAGE: In July 1972 
this tornado travelled from the 
Carstairs area to Three Hills, 
leaving a trail of destruction and 
damage. T O P : A sad day for 
the John Waszut family when 
their home was destroyed by 
a fire, July. 1930. M I D D L E 
L E F T : The 1972 cyclone left 
this Volkswagen on the roof of 
the Quonset of Art Cormoie's 
farm west of Acme. M I D D L E 
RIGHT: The fence tops were 
covered by this flash Hood on 
the Derek Page farm east of 
Didsbury alter a torrential rain 
in 1972. B O T T O M L E F T : Gor­
don Hoskin's farm alter a hail­
storm, 1954 — a year's work 
wiped out in minutes. 
RIGHT: Greg Tkach and Dave Pennington shovel 
down to the kitchen window alter a blizzard covered 
the house to the chimney, 1974. 
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B O T T O M L E F T : A typical case of soil drifting, the result of erosion in the "dirty thirties". B O T T O M R I G H T : 
The same field one year later after being seeded to crested wheat grass. 
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NEIGHBOURS 
T O P and M I D D L E : Edith Scott, 
Rose Viney, Maggie Dundas 
and Lilly Scott at the Stuart 
School Picnic, 1914. Attending 
the same picnic, William 
Saunders, Mac Dundas, 
George Cipperley, Joe Tabert, 
Maurice Stumpf, Charlie 
Fobes, J im Owens, J i m Dun­
das, (?) Parkes, Dune Milne, 
Ernie Smith and Jack Owens 
display their mounts. B O T ­
T O M : R. Loewen rode a 
chuckwagon to the picnic at 
Taylon's Flats, 1930s. Others 
came in a variety of cars. 
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TOP: Blueberry picking — A 
clay's outing with a purpose. 
MIDDLE L E F T : Picking black­
currants at Bonnie Glen, 1936. 
The vehicle is a "Bennett 
Buggy", a wagon made from 
their cut down car. MIDDLE 
RIGHT: No picnic would be 
complete without a wheelbar­
row race. The annual Sunday 
School Picnic, Pine Lake. BOT­
T O M : Bathing beauties at the 
C .G . I .T camp at Lac La 
Nonne, 1925. O V E R L E A F : A 
homemade merry-go-round was 
a popular attraction at the Pine 
Lake Hotel. 
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T O P : Dancing in 1911, a fav­
ourite form of entertainment. 
People rode miles to get there, 
danced till sunup, then rode 
mil. ti get homi M 11)1)1.K: 
When the Ted Korstinen's £ 
visited the John Eckert's near 
Abee in 1938, Ted gave John a 
haircut. Note how their tans 
ended where their hats began. 
B O T T O M : A reunion in a 
farming community in central 
Alberta in 1919, posed in front 
of the Model T Fords. 
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R I G H T : Rev. McDougal of Bow Island worked 
weekdays and preached Sundays, 1910. B E L O W : 
Weddings were great social occasions in rural Alberta. 
This picture, taken in 1951, shows some of the fun that 
took place at the wedding of John and Ella Sawyer, at 
Pine Lake. B O T T O M : School fairs were not only 
social occasions but opportunities for learning. Here at 
Oven, in 1927, "The Romance of Canada" is depicted 
in a pageant. OPPOSITE T O P : The J . Hope family 
going to church near Calgary, 1916. OPPOSITE B O T ­
T O M : Time out for worship. 1925. The congregation 
at the Kirby School, 15 miles west of Drumheller. No 
preacher was available, so the men of the community 
took turns as lay minister. 
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* 
T O P : Co-operative effort. A work bee to shingle the hall at Sunnybend, west of Pibroch. M I D D L E : Skating 
on the dam on the H . Schnee farm southeast of Bow Island, 1947-48. This outdoor rink was used for hockey 
games and skating parties. There were five Schnee brothers playing hockey in this picture taken by Theda 
Schnee Lloyd. B O T T O M L E F T : The neighbours all joined together to help saw the winter's supply of 
firewood. B O T T O M R I G H T : The Innes's, Thompsons, Dingmans, Blades and Scotts gather for skating on 
the creek, 1950s. 
100 

PREVIOUS PAGE: Grandma Thorsen spinning yarn 
for knitting socks and mitts. 1910. R I G H T : A pioneer 
ladv going to the well for water east of Carstairs, early 
1900s. M I D D L E L E F T : After rubbing her lingers to 
the bone on the scrub board, the housewife hung her 
wash to dry on a barbed wire fence. B O T T O M 
RIGHT: Georgina Knul l washing clothes with wash­
board and hand wringer. Wash water was hauled in 
pails and heated on the stove B O T T O M L E F T : The 
Craig Pierce farm. Horseshoe Canyon, May 9 1919. 
Laura Moore, Hettie Pierce Clark's grandmother, 
stands on a drift left by the blizzard of May 2. OPPO­
SITE TOP: Mrs. Ralph Wilkins of the Pine Lake area 
getting water from the well for the house. OPPOSITE 
B O T T O M : In 1914, Mrs . W. B. Daon did the laundry 
out of a tub in front of her house in Munson. Her son 
did his share of the dirty work as well. 
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Gardening, an important part 
of farm lite, enabled (arm wives 
to provide nutritious meals for 
their families the year round. 
The garden was usually the 
woman's responsibility, but 
everyone pitched in when need­
ed RIGHT: A farmer helps his 
wife cut up potatoes for seeding. 
B E L O W L E F T : Mrs . Mayberry 
protecting the delicate plants in 
her garden from frost, 1930s. 
B E L O W RIGHT: Ready to go 
to the church Thanksgiving Ser­
vice to display the work she had 
done, Dorothy Moore poses 
proudly with the garden vegeta­
bles she grew in 1926. 
3 . ' ' • ? V * 
Butter making was another 
chore of the farm wife, though 
once again everyone took his 
turn. Every farm had a churn 
and the butter not only was used 
as food but also was bartered for 
groceries and other supplies. 
RIGHT: Marge Hoffman (nee 
Schultz), taking her turn at 
making butter. FAR R I G H T : 
Duncan Milne working the bar­
rel churn, 1931. 
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L E F T : Jules and Rose Borle 
butchering a pig. Women took 
pari in .ill aspei is of food 
preparation. Butchering and 
slaughtering were no exception. 
B E L O W L E F T : Eve Fell ad­
mires her work, 1974. Her 
shelves of preserves promise 
delicious meals for the coming 
winter. B E L O W R I G H T : This 
trap door led to the ice cellar on 
the H . Schnee farm. Before 
electricity came to the district, 
ice was an important item. Ice 
cut in the winter and stored in 
the ice cellar was used in sum­
mer for the ice box and making 
ice cream. 
L E F T : Harold Schnee hauling blocks of ice from the 
dam on his farm, 1940s. ABOVE: The interior of the 
ice cellar. Insulation was provided by covering the ice 
with sawdust. The tongs were used for carrying the ice. 
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T E N C O M M A N D M E N T S 
F O R A F A R M WIFE 
Thou shall not soil cattle with your hands in vour pockets. 
Husbands and cows don't like that. 
Thou shall cook meals which can he served thirty minutes 
early or two hours lale. 
Thou shah learn to keep (arm records ("When did we turn 
out the hull"). 
Thou shall love the smell of new-mown hay, freshly plowed 
earth, sweet smelling silage and the stinging sensation ol 
ammonia in a sheep barn. 
Thou shall be inspired to see the sun rise and relieved to see 
Thou shalt learn to open gates, close gales, and guard 
gates. 
Thou shalt thrill at the birih of a new call, and the sight of a 
bright new tractor. 
T h o u shalt remember a new grain auger is more important 
than a dishwasher. 
T h o u shalt t herish meals together, long nights ol waiting lor 
the vet to arrive anil decisions about plowing up the winter 
wheat. 
Thou shall be exalted at the brotherly hand on your 
shoulder, the lender kiss on your lorehead. and these three 
precious weirds: "Thanks lor Helping." 
107 
T O P : John Cram and his help­
ers digging potatoes in the 
McCafferty District near 
Edgerton, about 1922. The 
children are Ralph Ferris and 
Mary Cram. B E L O W : The 
1920 potato crop on the Otto 
Klein farm just east of 
Didsbury. Some of the potatoes 
weigh up to three pounds. A l l 
the family is in the act. 
RIGHT: Filling the root cellar. 
Margaret Wilkerson of Leduc 
(now Mrs. W m . Highet of 
Saudi Arabia) brings in the 
spuds on a stone boat. Note the 
automatic drier in the back­
ground among the trees. 
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THE THREE "R"s 
PREVIOUS P A G E : Dora, Car l , Verle, Alpha, Art , 
Marion and Thelma, the seven children of the Jack 
family on the school pony. T O P : Barvvood 
S< hod near Drumheller, 1916. M I D D L E L E F T : Farm 
teaches school. Russell Sterling going to teach 
school, 1929 M I D D L E R I G H T : Log school at Holmes 
( iossing, 1942, where 20 students crowded into grades 
1 to 11. In the background is the coal and wood shed. 
I >iJ i ing the war years there was a shortage of teachers. 
Rural M In Pols employed students w ith just a few months 
training .it Normal Sihonl. These teachers were re­
quired to attend summer school later to acquire their 
permanent certificates. B O T T O M : Gardening time, 
M i n n School, 1917. The proceeds from the garden 
went to the Red Cross. 
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TOP: Pupils at Barwood School, 1916, Drumheller area. B O T T O M : Pupils at a country school. All grades from 
one to eight were taught by one teacher who boarded with one of the families. Seated at the second desk, third 
row, are Gladys and Iola Burkholder. The teacher was Dolly Johnson. 
I l l 
T O P : First school bus. These 
children rode home from school 
in a closed-in cutter and then 
drove to a birthday party at a 
neighbour's. M I D D L E L E F T : 
Rubv Sterling and a nephew 
with the Shetland pony and 
stone boat that was used to 
drive the teacher to school. 
M I D D L E R I G H T : School 
transportation in Gibbon, 1921. 
B O T T O M L E F T : First day of 
school at Midway, 1954. Bus 
drivers were Tony van Meel , 
Elmer Ehret, Dick Penner and 
Harry Richardson. 
RIGHT: "Shank's pony" was one sure way 
of getting to school, as the Dave Young 
children are doing here. Their destination 
was Glyndwr School, three and one-half 
miles away. In the spring there were lots of 
distractions. Picking pussy-willows was al­
ways a good excuse for getting wet. 
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TOP: Bob sleigh used for winter 
transportation in the Horse 
Shoe Canyon area. MIDDLE 
RIGHT: The Reed family at the 
Success School, Byemoor, 1930. 
Note the pump and the privy 
out back. B O T T O M L E F T : 
Burnside School, built by Elmer 
Swanson in 1904, cost $892.40. 
B O T T O M RIGHT: Fay and 
Helen Johnston, Mary Cram 
and May Bishop, ready for 
school with their syrup and lard 
pail lunch buckets, 1922. They 
walked one and one-half miles 
to s< hool. 
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TOP: A school north of Irma, 
1917-18. Note desks and the at­
tire of students, and the pot­
bellied stove, famous for burn­
ing the back side while the rest 
of the anatomy froze. R I G H T : 
the pupils of Neapolis School, 
1930, a one-room school with 
grades one to eight. First row: 
Angela Kohut, Evelyn Hooper, 
George Morasch, Hazel M c -
Caig, Esther Morasch, Dorothy 
Bruce, Kenneth Schultz, Bertha 
Newfeld. Second row: William 
Hooper, Donald Schultz, John 
Bruce, Lawrence Hunter, 
Granville McCaig , Lester 
Barns. Third row: John Kohut, 
Jean Hunter, Evelyn Barns, 
Louise Schultz. Fourth row: 
James Hooper, Harold Schultz, 
Lome Leismer, Lloyd McCaig , 
Stuart Hooper. 
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MAN'S CASTLE 
HIS HOME 
PREVIOUS PAGE: The Kris 
Dalheim farm at Edgerton. 
T O P : Gunnar Thorsen built 
this basket fence in 1902 without 
staples or nails. M I D D L E : Tom 
Hargrave brought trees 35 miles 
by saddle horse from Medicine 
Hat to his ranch north of Walsh. 
This hay meadow has been in 
use continuously for 90 years. 
B O T T O M L E F T : Frame home 
built in 1907, sided with tin and 
painted. B O T T O M RIGHT: 
Batching days on a prairie 
sheep ranch, near Cadogan, 
1919. 
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TOP: Mrs. Jessie Lancaster became post mistress of the newly formed post office at Prospry, 31 miles south of 
Bow Island. This was her home in 1911; the P.O. was a nest of pigeon holes over a desk. B O T T O M : The 
family of Carl Olsen standing before their squared log home near Dried Meat Hill (Westlock). This house was 
a popular place for dances and community gatherings. Note the wooden fence around the house. 
117 
RIGHT: The veranda of the "Brick House" on the Sar-
nia Ranch, four miles south of Walsh. The house was 
built in 1905 or earlier. There were three main floors 
and an attic, where dances were held. J . A . Grant, 
seated at the right, came from Sarnia, Ontario. He 
drilled some of the early gas wells in Medicine Hat 
area, around 1890. He also test-drilled the Gait coal 
beds at Lethbridge before the Gait Company 
developed its mines. He later took a steam-engine drill­
ing rig to Waterton Lake and started to drill on "Oi l 
Creek" on the way to Red Rock Canyon. The rig, the 
first in the area, burned, so he went into sheep ranch­
ing and later raised cattle and horses. Seated with M r . 
Grant is Mrs . Grant's mother, his daughter Mrs . Beat-
tie and his grandson Jack. Mrs . Grant is on the veran­
da. The rug in front was made from a coyote hide 
tanned by Metis. M I D D L E L E F T : Charles Adair's 
two-storey house of squared logs and homemade 
shingles built on the banks of the Pembina River at 
Sunnybend. M I D D L E R I G H T : Water closet, biffy, 
back house, toilet, little house out back — by any name 
it would smell the same. It was in common use until 
the 1950s. Eaton's catalogue furnished the tissue. B O T ­
T O M : The Doc Hays dairy farm south of Carstairs 
1918. Milking began at 4:00 A . M . and 120 cows were 
milked by hand by eight men. 
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PREVIOUS P A G E : Many small towns on the prairies existed primarily for the shipment of grain. Wayne, a 
larger centre than most because of its mining interests, was located in a Badlands coulee. Grain harvested in 
the fields above the town was funnelled downhill through a pipe and loaded into boxcars. TOP: These teams 
have come to the elevator for seed grain, distributed by the Government as a relief measure, Apri l 1927. 
B O T T O M : Drumheller in the 1920s, the Badlands visible in the background. OPPOSITE TOP: A Holt 60 
Caterpillar tractor pulling grain tanks down to Gatine Siding, 1921. Each tank held about 150 bushels. OP­
POSITE B O T T O M : The elevator at Vulcan, 1926. This farmer is driving eight wagons drawn by 30 horses, a 
champion outfit that he entered in the Calgary Stampede. 
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TOP: This Model T with open top had to go to Hemaruka to "gas 
up" or have minor repairs done on the coil or magneto. The 
Model T was started with a battery, but lor travelling it switched 
over to magneto. The '36 or '37 Chev. on the right is waiting for its 
turn at the pump. B O T T O M L E F T : Gladys Issacson and Tina 
Tagmeyer in front of the gas pumps at Falun, about 1940. Behind 
them an early model is tilling up. B O T T O M RIGHT: Ed McNeil 
and his 1926 Model T car, in 1930. 
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T O P : Birdseye view of Delia on the C . N . R . in the lea of the Hand Hills to the south. Originally known as 
Highland, since it was the highest point on the C . N . R . between Saskatoon and Calgary, in 1913 the name 
was changed to Delia. B O T T O M : Saturday in Delia. 
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PREVIOUS PAGE: Hauling 
wood by horse team. T O P : 
Hauling lumber up to the 
Didsbury district from a saw­
mill near Sundre owned by Mr. 
W. Schultz. The wheels of the 
wagon were designed to run on 
log rails. M I D D L E : Lunch time 
for loggers Vance and John 
Berry, and Casey and Louis 
Martie on Bob Hastie's land at 
Calahoo, 1928. B O T T O M : 
Hauling lumber from Carlson's 
sawmill at Battle Lake, 1938. 
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T O P L E F T : J im Stawart's barn, 1950. The base of the barn was built of squared logs, the sides of dropped 
siding. The rafters were handmade of four layers of one-by-fours nailed together to form the j ig for the roof. 
TOP RIGHT: Building a barn on the Trout farm near Bashaw for the raising of hogs. M I D D L E : Planing 
lumber on the farm at Albert Fontaine at Battle Lake, 1933. B O T T O M L E F T : Steve Innes and friend 
building a log barn. B O T T O M RIGHT: A homemade shingle mill. OPPOSITE B O T T O M : The H . 
tiongaware Farm, Delburne, 1911. The lumber for this barn was sawed by farmers who owned a sawmill. 
128 

TOP: Bill Moore moving a granary on skids with four horses abreast. B O T T O M : Frank Hagar of Hayter 
moving the McEwans barn from Killarney Lake to his farm, 1947. 
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PREVIOUS PAGE: Ellen and Clarice Benson, Hem-
aruka, 1916. R I G H T : O f course the housewife had 
running water — run to the well and fetch a bucket. 
B E L O W : A dugout that watered 30 cattle on the Ernest 
Runte farm. B O T T O M : Stationary engine drilling for 
water on the Hibbert farm, east of Innisfail, 1918. 
1 3 2 
TOP: Mr. Iverson hauling water from the Jones farm, a distance of three and one-half miles, in the Conquer-
ville area. B O T T O M L E F T : Harold Dalheim operates a horse-powered well-boring machine, used to drill 
water wells on farms in the Onowav area. B O T T O M RIGHT: R. Reed drawing water for cattle, Leo area, 
1917. 
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T O P : Spring runoll threatening 
Stored grain, I-ingdon area, 
1948 B O T T O M L E F T : S 
limes water had to lx- hauled a 
long \ \ . i \ , as H was on the John 
I K i e l I.II 111 in die c.n Is \ ears. 
B O T T O M RIGHT: Jack Allen 
hauling water 11 • >i 11 .1 '-lough to 
the steam engine in a threshing 
machine, Wcstlock. 1918. OP­
POSITE L E F T : Old windmill at 
Echo Hill OPPOSITE RIGHT: 
Mis Jessie I .aiu aster silting by 
her well, the only source of 
water in 1910. 
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R I G H T : Irrigation pivot unit on 
Albert Schauffle's farm in the 
Bow Island area, 1976. MID­
D L E L E F T : This thirsty horse 
looks longingly at the old well 
and windlass on Mrs . Everett's 
farm. M I D D L E R I G H T : Dril l­
ing for water on the J i m Deer-
ing farm, Pashley, about 1950. 
B O T T O M : Ellis Stange filling 
an old log watering trough for 
his horses on his farm in the old 
Falun District. He is drawing 
water from a well that was dug 
by hand. 

PREVIOUS PAGE: Henry Geise, 12 years old, in the garden with his dog in the Governor District, 1919. 
TOP L E F T : Mr . D . Long admiring his favorite mule before a show in Drumheller area, 1902. T O P R I G H T : 
This young lady finds the plough horse somewhat rotund for riding. B O T T O M : The M c K a y and Spooner 
children enjoyed Ted's broad back when he wasn't helping with the farm work, east of Carstairs, 1926. OP­
POSITE TOP: Richard Griffis and his sister Bernice playing with saddle ponies in the Langdon area, 1910. 
OPPOSITE B O T T O M L E F T : Harry Coates with pet moose, 1936-37. M r . and Mrs . Coates raised the moose 
from a calf in the Elkton District until it died at the age of eighteen months. OPPOSITE B O T T O M R I G H T : 
Children enjoying the pleasures of farm life near Byemoor in the 1920s. 
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Neighbour children on the farm pony. Note the 
windmill in the background, which was used from 
the 1920s through the 1940s to pump water for the 
stock. The gas pump was also used on this farm in 
central Alberta. 
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RIGHT: A community coyote hunt in the Dalemead area, 1916. In the 
bobsled are Van Der Velde and Hornstra men. The greyhound dogs were 
used to scent and run down the covotes. The hunters would then shoot the 
coyotes. FAR R I G H T : This bobcat was captured with a jacket and leather 
belt by Robert Swanson and Bert Hoskin on the Haste farm east of 
Carstairs, 1961. The men chased the cat with a dog until they cornered him 
in a willow tree. Then they threw a jacket over his head and cinched it tight 
with a belt. They brought him home in an eight-gallon cream can. He was 
kept in a grain tank until the men from the Calgary Zoo came for him. The 
Zoo later traded him to Denmark for some rare birds. M I D D L E L E F T ; 
The threesome — Herman Wolff, Luther Wolff, and Dell Trueblood — 
pose with their trophies: three full-antlered elk near Dapp. M I D D L E 
RIGHT: Roy Ballhorn and Sydney Philips pose with their hounds and a 
black fox they captured along with the coyotes, 1933. B O T T O M : Standing 
proudly with their guns and their trophies — a moose and an elk — beside 
an old log building on the Roy Ballhorn farm are Roy Ballhorn and Tom 
Cherrington, 1916. 
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PREVIOUS PAGE: A pair of 
Heatherbrae boys out on their 
homemade raft. T O P : It's hard 
to define where work ends and 
play starts in agriculture be­
cause it's a mixture of both. 
Breaking and training horses 
has always been part sport and 
part work. Dave Pennington 
tries his luck at a rodeo on the 
George Rolls ranch southwest 
of Veteran, 1951. M I D D L E : 
The Red Deer Dairy Club 
Achievement Day at the Red 
Deer Fair, 1949. B O T T O M : 
Carl Lee practising for the 
Roman races for the Chester-
wold Stampede. In later years 
he competed in the Ponoka 
Stampede. OPPOSITE T O P 
L E F T : A young cowboy, 
Delbert Charlton, aged 5, rides 
a milk cow on the Wilhusen 
farm south of Didsbury, 1968. 
OPPOSITE T O P R I G H T : Bud­
ding bronco-buster Bob Carlyle 
rides his rocking horse at 
Hubalta, 1915. OPPOSITE 
B O T T O M : A n exciting horse 
race at Pine Lake, 1934. 
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TOP: A play called "The Family Album" toured the Cheadle area in the 1920s — a money-making venture 
and a social occasion. A l l characters were local people. B O T T O M : A barn dance in the 1920s at Dick K i m -
mel's farm 15 miles east of Carstairs. Tom Lang was the fiddler. 
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TOP L E F T : Georgina Knull dressed for a play at the old Pigeon Lake Round Hall, 1949-50. Son Bud Knull is 
with her. TOP RIGHT: Two-year-old Jack Dalheim and Georgina Trottier with snowman, 1939. B O T T O M 
L E F T : Tom Bell at the skating rink, 1931. His goalie pads were made from binder canvas by Mrs. Zelma Bell. 
MIDDLE RIGHT: Mr. and Mrs. May camping with a niece and Winona, near Banff, 1923. 
B O T T O M RIGHT: Harold Williams and Kevin Dalheim in the old swimming hole on the Sturgeon River. 
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T O P : Red Cross meeting at the 
home of Mrs. Stelle, two miles 
south of Langdon, 1910. There 
were no baby sitters then, so 
children went with mother. 
M I D D L E RIGHT: The Alberta 
champion baseball team at 
Rich Valley. M I D D L E L E F T : 
Gladys and Dennis Rogers 
playing with their pets in front 
of their log and plaster house 
built in 1904. Note the plants in 
syrup pails blooming in the win­
dows. B O T T O M : Mary, Mar­
garet and Roger Stawart mak­
ing their own fun on the Stawart 
farm in Homeglen, 1947. 
-
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A LAST LOOK 
PREVIOUS PAGE: Eve­
lyn Hallman seeding her 
garden, 1920. TOP: Mrs . 
Jenny Blain stands in 
front of her home on the 
North Didsbury road. 
B O T T O M : Mr . and 
Mrs. Barnet Ault with 
their new car, southeast 
of Carstairs, 1928. OP­
POSITE TOP: This 
bridge was built in 1902 
over a creek on the Ole 
Olsen farm four miles 
south of Wetaskiwin. 
OPPOSITE B O T T O M 
L E F T : Canoeing at 
Pigeon Lake, 1912. M i l ­
dred Monaghan, nee 
Kelly, is on the left. 
OPPOSITE B O T T O M 
RIGHT: Rowing down 
the river on a Sunday 
afternoon, Belvedere. 
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TOP- Forcil Adair of Wetllock is in the centre of this group who left the farm for "over there", 1914 BOTTOM 
L E F T - War interrupted farm life again in 1939. Pat Monaghan served his country with the Navy, and then re­
lumed to the farm. M I D D L E L E F T : Jack Guest and Jack Sterling joined the Air Force in World War Two. 
B O T T O M Kit .HI : I \,<- loruiri Normal S< liixil ,II < larnrose was a military base in 1942. 
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OPPOSITE TOP: Mr. and Mrs. John Cram with their 
first child, Man,' Belle, in front of the new house they 
built in 1915. OPPOSITE B O T T O M L E F T : Most 
farm women considered their families the most impor­
tant part of their social life. Here Rex and Max 
Mayberry play on a teeter totter watched over by their 
aunt in the 1930s. OPPOSITE B O T T O M RIGHT: 
Allen Ettinger and Bud Knull riding on a stone boat, 
an indispensible farm yard item, 1954. L E F T : Henry 
Mikkelson and his accordian provided music at many 
house parties in the 1930s. BELOW: Playing in a 
homemade wheelbarrow in the 1940s. B O T T O M : 
Adolph Shep practising on his "Pitchfork Stradivarius" 
in front of his log home. 
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A jag of straw brought home for the evening snack and the bedding for 
cattle wintering outside. Looking at this picture you may wonder, "Well 
now, why would anyone take a picture of that?" Yet this is a picture 
with stories to tell and a lot of memories hidden in it. 
Alberta Women's Institutes, a 
predominantly rural group, was 
provincially organized in February, 
1915, with the first branch dating back 
to 1909. Alberta Women's Institutes 
members in 1980 number about 3,000. 
The A.W.I, is affiliated with the 
Federated Women's Institutes of Canada 
and the Associated Country Women of 
the World. Following an educational 
program, and with a keen interest in 
community and world needs, members 
work towards the betterment of 
"Home and Country". 
Women's Institutes have compiled 
and published many histories, and hav 
been the inspiration for many 
communities to preserve their histories 
in book form. Yesterday A Pictorial History 
of Agriculture in Alberta is another 
contribution to the preservation 
of our heritage. 

